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September/October 2026
Welcome back to School! Our first goal each year is to build a positive relationship with students and families.  We are excited to begin the school year together and spend these first months building classroom routines, friendships, confidence, and curiosity. Thank you for partnering with us as your child learns through play, exploration, stories, songs, movement, and hands-on experiences.  Please share ways we can make your family feel welcome, what holidays and traditions do you celebrate? We have an open-door policy for parents to join us!


W We are so 

Please review these important reminders to help our school days run smoothly and safely.  Check out How to Ease Your Child’s Separation Anxiety from healthychildren.org

📱 Smooth Transitions & Drop-Off
· Device-Free Zone: Please do not take phone calls during drop-off and pick-up.
· Keep it Consistent: Establish drop off at the same time of day so children can predict and prepare for what is happening when they arrive at school.
· Keep It Quick: Establish a short drop-off routine. Saying goodbye quickly makes the transition much easier for your child.
· Open Communication: We love to help! Please talk directly with your teacher if you have any questions or concerns.
⏰ Checking In & Out (ProCare)
· Daily Logs: Always sign your child in and out using the ProCare App on your own device, or the lobby time clock kiosk. If neither works, we have a manual sign in/out sheet. Only sign in/out on one form. This keeps our roster accurate for upcoming fire and earthquake drills.
· Timeclock Errors: If the screen reads "Procedure not completed, see director," please sign your name legibly on the Time clock Sheet in the lobby instead. You do not need to see the director.  Once corrected it will be checked off.
📅 The Lobby Communication Calendar
· Schedule Changes: Use the calendar in the lobby to note planned days off, non-confidential info, or pick-up changes.  Use the week, daily calendar.
· Monthly Calendar: Records daily staff substitute coverage in communication. 
· Center Events: Dates are posted to the calendar in the lobby, on the wall and emailed.
📞 Illness & Absence Policy
· Call by 10:00 AM: If your child is absent or late, please message or call the school office. Time Sensitive CALL. We are busy helping students and parents with drop-off.
· Reporting Illness: If your child is out sick, please message or call us to report their specific symptoms and fever temperature. We are required to track this data for the health department.
· When to Return: Children must be symptom-free and medication-free for 24 hours before returning to school. Please test for COVID-19 if they show symptoms.
· Note: If you already wrote about your child's absence in the Lobby Notebook ahead of time, you do not need to call.  Teachers are asked to check the notebook when they arrive each day.
Thank you for your cooperation and for being a vital part of our school community!

[image: ]	How do I get the app?  Parent Engagement App
Go to your app store on your mobile device and download and log into the app. Select The Shyne School.  If you have used the app before at another school, you will need to change your password when you select the new school.  The Shyne School will then send you an invite link that will take you into the app.  Message teachers, get photos and clock in and out! 
 Parents can log into MyProcare.com, the Part Portal by using the e-mail we send statements to. The first time you logging in, you will be prompted to set a password.  Once you sign into your account and update information for contacts, your information and immunizations.  You can view your full tuition ledger and print receipts as you need them. PLEASE list your cell carrier so you can receive emergency messages. UPDATE This information please!!!   This is separate from the ProCare Parent Engagement App. Tax ID#91-1354888

🚗 Parking Lot Etiquette
The start of the school year brings new routines for many families. Please bring your patience, be kind to one another, and follow these guidelines to keep our children safe:
· Wait on the Hill: Please wait at the top of the hill until a parking spot opens.
· Do Not Pass: Stay in line. Never pass a waiting car unless you are explicitly waved around.
· Large Vehicles: If an open spot is too small for your vehicle, please wave the next driver around you.
· No Double Parking: Double parking blocks traffic and creates a serious safety hazard.
· Slow is safer: Please enter the parking lot slowly, children and teachers are crossing the lot.
· Hold a hand: For your child’s safety please keep ahold of your child’s hand and keep them safe in the parking lot. ONLY PARENTS open doors and gates PLEASE
September Focus: Welcome, Routines, and FriendshipThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

During September, our classroom focus will be helping children feel safe, comfortable, and connected. We will practice daily routines, learn classroom expectations, explore our learning centers, and talk about what it means to be a kind friend. We will work to encourage children to talk to their friends, be empowered and tell them what they do not like.  They will learn to listen to their friends and teachers will facilitate problem solving. Children will have many opportunities to share about themselves, practice using names, take turns, and build independence with simple classroom jobs.
[image: ]  October Focus
In October, we will notice the changes of the season and explore fall through art, science, sensory play, and outdoor observation. We will also continue learning about emotions, problem-solving, and how people in our community help one another. Ours goal is to support language development, social-emotional growth, develop critical thinking skills and early science thinking.
Annual Fall Festival
We are working on plans to host a fun Fall Festival for the whole family! 
We would like to invite all the families to a Fall Festival filled with games, arts and crafts and fun treats! 
We are excited to host this family event. We are trying to arrange the event for October 22nd (Date will be confirmed or updated this month) from 6:00 to 7:00 PM in the cafeteria at Cottage Lake Elementary, just about 3 minutes North on Avondale.   
Families are welcome to wear costumes, but they are not re-quired. In the past we had slap bracelets, treat bags to take home, crafts, face painting, bean bag toss, optical course, tattoo’s...  We will keep you posted as soon as we can get the rental for the space approved!
Important Reminders
· Doors open at 7:00AM. Breakfast is 7:30 to 7:45 AM.  No special treats from home.
· Please arrive by 9:30 so your child is here for group time to be included in the concepts for the week.  It is also hard to join a group already started. Deliveries,  tours, visits are also scheduled at 9:30 AM.
· Clothing: Please send your child in comfortable clothing that can get messy. We paint, play outdoors, and explore sensory materials often. Keep fancy or cherished clothing at home.
· Extra clothes: Please keep a full change of clothes at school, including socks and appropriate weather layers.
· Label belongings: Please label jackets, water bottles, lunch items, backpacks, and rest-time materials.
· Arrival routines: A consistent goodbye routine helps children feel secure. A quick hug, encouraging words, and a confident goodbye can make the transition easier.
· Health: Please keep your child home when they are not feeling well so we can help keep our classroom community healthy.
· Parents drop off with teachers, say hello. Children must always be in visual and auditory range. Make sure to say good-bye to teachers at pick up.
· Please do not walk through an active classroom when dropping off or picking up.  Please walk around Preschool, Stargazers when they are in session.
· We Close at 5:30 PM.  Please arrive by 5:25 PM to allow you and your child time to gather belongings, use the restroom and be out the door at 5:30 PM.

Family Partnership
You can support our classroom learning at home by inviting your child to talk about their day, read together daily, practice simple self-help skills, and notice seasonal changes during walks or family routines. In September, you might ask, “Who did you play with today?” or “What classroom job did you try?” In October, you might ask, “What signs of fall do you see?” or “Who helps people in our community?”
Parent communication is very important to us.  If you would like to meet please set up a time in advance for an in person, zoom or phone conference so we can talk without little ones listening in. 
I get so many wonderful e-mails about raising and educating children.  Instead of e-mailing the information out I post them to our Facebook page.  Occasionally I am asked by the Department of Early Learning to forward information directly to parents.
Our teachers send weekly with lesson plans, menu and parenting information and reminders of coming events, dates and times.  If you have not gotten information this week from your teachers, please let them know.
If you have question or concerns about the program, teachers, schedules or tuition please contact me at 425-882-1981 or e-mail me director@shyneschool.com, I respond quicker to email then to messages on the app.
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Going Green – No idling cars! [image: Car with solid fill]
This Newsletter is coming to you digitally as well as our monthly statements to save paper.
We do not allow cars or other vehicles to idle in our designated parking areas.  Children outside need clean air to breathe!
We do not use scented or unscented candles or man-made air fresheners.  (Occasionally we use candles for activities—birthdays, jack O’ lanterns.) Please do not wear perfume or cologne in school.  Apply after dropping off.
We avoid conditions that lead to excess moisture and we maintain adequate ventilation.  Our main furnace has a heap filter, and we have air filters in the Waddler and Pre-K classroom.
We do not permit smoking/vaping anywhere on the premises or in sight of children.
We use unscented, biodegradable, non-toxic cleaning projects (Vinegar and water, Simple Green...).
We use the least-Toxic disinfecting and sanitizing products when they are required, they are only used for their intended purpose and in strict accordance with all label instructions. We use chlorine bleach only when and where it is required or recommended by state and local authorities.  We use it prudently and never use it more than necessary.
We do not use aerosol sprays in the presence of children.
We do not use house paint when children are present.
We have non-chlorinated well water for drinking, tested monthly.
We use Mercury free digital thermometers. We use only non-toxic art supplies.                                 
 Individual Photo's: 
Picture Day is coming up on Tuesday, October 13th at 10:00 for Dewdrops and 10:30 for Stargazers. On Wednesday, October 14th at 10:00 for Rainbow and 10:30 for Sunshiners. 
If your child does not regularly attend on the day your class is scheduled their photo will be taken on the day you attend when the photographer is here or you are welcome to come for the photo.  Please communicate your plans with your teachers.
Our photographer is Kathleen Williams and you can view her work.  Parents will then be able to view the photos and order online. A link will be sent when photos are ready.
Spring we will offer individual photo’s again as well as do Class Photo days April 21st and 22nd.
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We are grateful for the trust you place in us each day. These first months are an important time for children to build confidence, relationships, and a love of learning. Thank you for being part of our preschool community!  Please share concerns and questions so we can build a partnership with you and provide the best care possible for your child.
Please keep in mind that 10 hours is the limit on the number of hours a day  a student can attend The Shyne School.  Keep in mind that a 10-hour day is a VERY LONG day for your child!  If you go over 10 hours, I will call to see if we can brainstorm to find a way to reduce the length of their school day.
Curriculum Night
Each teacher plans the individual lesson plans for their class based on their observations of the children. Teachers will use WA Developmental Learning Guidelines on the ProCare App to track and assess children’s progress and learning.
Join us at Curriculum Night and learn about the goals and objectives for this year and opportunities to volunteer and help in your child's class. Meet other parents and see what your child has been doing and what is to come. You can set up a conference with your teacher for an individual chat.  Curriculum Night is for all parents not individual discussions.
Curriculum Night is for parents only from 6:00 to 7:00 PM.  We ask for at least one parent for each child to attend.  
Sept 24 Stargazers
Oct 1 Rainbow
Oct 6 Dewdrops
Oct 15 Sunshiners
Teachers look forward to meeting with parents to explain curriculum, answer questions and give you a look at the classroom. Every year is different due to age and development and teacher.
You can double park for this event only! If you do, be prepared to leave 1st. You can park a block over on 135th.
 Enrichment Classes    For 3-5 year old non-napping students
Amazing Athletes on Mon or Thurs—Once a week from 12:30 to 1:00. Parents sign up directly with Amazing Athletes and need to give a two-week schedule notice change. amazingathletes.com/eastside
Move Over Mozart will resume classes for enrolled students in the second week of September.   New students can try out the class before registering for the class. If you have questions, you can contact Pamela J. Cornell, Director; MoveOverMozart.NET; (206) 227-1611
 Birthdays
We leave it up to each family to talk with your child and decide what favorite food they would like to bring for their celebration. We enjoyed watermelon, pudding, cookies, ice cream cups/bars, donuts, yogurt and berries and cupcakes. 
 
     Please talk to your teacher and make plans to bring in a treat in advance.
 
     We will supply a crown for the birthday person and candles. 
 
     Parents are welcome to attend if they wish. If you have a special song or ritual from  
your family or culture, we would love you to share that with us if you would like to, otherwise we will have fun singing “Happy Birthday”.
 
      If your child has an allergy or diet restrictions, you are welcome to bring in an alternate treat to keep in the freezer for us to substitute.  Please remember we are nut free school.
 
Did you know?
Water: The Shyne School is on crisp clean well water that is tested monthly.  Waste Management: We are on a septic system.  Organic Produce: We get our weekly organic produce from Klesick Farms/Costco and you can too!  You can pick up a weekly box in the lobby on Thursdays, just go to www.klesickfarms.com  360-652-4663 and order by the Sunday before. Green Zone: We protect the students from toxins in their air and environment, keep our air clean and turn off your car!
 Holidays—Rosh Hashanah, Halloween...
So many holidays, so little time! We love to keep our program culturally relevant for the children attending and invite parents to join us and share their holidays, traditions and customs!  (Parents have an open-door policy!)
Each holiday we look at a developmentally appropriate focus.  For example, Halloween and later in the year Purim, is all about how we can change: we grow, paint our face, wear a hat or mask, and change our clothes and wear costumes! We will ask families to bring costumes from home. (Teachers will send out guidelines—we have a no violence/weapons policy).  Our non-violence policy follows the local WA School Districts policies.
Looking at the developmental aspect of any holiday, we leave out the violent, scary and religious aspects.  We want to welcome all families to share holidays, food, traditional dress, and routines.  We are not a religious based program but know that many Holidays are “Holy” Day based. We work on acceptance of how we are all the same and all a little different at the same time.  For example: we all have eyes, but they are all different sizes, shapes and colors.
We focus on all areas of development when we plan our curriculum.  We work hard to create an environment that children can explore and experience. We want them to see themselves reflected in their classroom.
In fall I love seeing the children carrying around different sizes of pumpkins and gourds in the class.  They have a ton of fun pulling the insides out of the pumpkins. I love when classes bake pumpkin pie, one of my favorites! Love falls!!
Teachers will send home a copy of the initial Developmental Milestones check list by the end of November (first 90 days of school). Parent conferences are available upon your request and from November to January.  You can view the check list on line by age at http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html More information to come at Curriculum Night!!
 Staffing for 2026-27
 Dewdrops 7:00-3:00 Lead: Ms. Courtney, 8:45 to 4:45 Lead Assistant: Ms. Ellen, 3:00 to 5:30 Afternoon Aide: Ms. Nava
Rainbow 7:00-3:00 Lead: Ms. Colleen, 9:00 5:00 Lead Assistant: Ms. Isabel & 2:50 to 5:30 Aide Ms. Eva
Stargazers 8:00 to 3:40 Lead: Ms. Krystal, 9:00 to 5:00 Lead Assistant: Ms. Monica, 3:30 to 5:30 Aide Ms. Tina.
Sunshiners 8:00 to 3:00 Lead: Ms. Katy & 9:00 to 5:00 Lead Assistant: Ms. Ava  ; 2:30 to 4:30 Aide Ms. Ana
Chef Jae starts Sept 20th and will make all our yummy food, 8:30 to 3:30  
Subs : Ms. Angella, Mr. Kanan, Ms. Junstine, Ms. Debbie, Ms. Pheebe and Ms. Maddie.
Director: Katrina Brooke 9:00 to 5:00 Monday to Thursday and Friday 8:30 to 11:30, 	
Owner: Bill (William) Shyne
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