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            jULY to August 2026
Director’s Note
Thank you for trusting us with your children during these warm summer months. Our teachers are planning experiences that balance active play, quiet rest, creative expression, and social-emotional growth. Please continue checking your child’s Cubby, Art file and Parent Pockets daily.
We are seeing a lot of vacations this month!  Please let us know about vacation dates by noting them in the calendar in the lobby. Email director@shyneschool.com to request a vacation credit by the 20th to apply a credit for the coming month.
A few notes on policy and procedure: 
Our driveway is a hill leading up to the parking lot, so cars can move a little faster to reach the top, get up the hill.  We require parents to hold children’s hands in the parking lot until they are safe in the car or building. (We have a two-way drive, PLEASE stay to your right)
We offer breakfast to students at 7:30 each morning.  As a licensed childcare center, we follow set guidelines for all the meals and snacks we serve.  Breakfast is cleared up by 7:50 AM.  Children here for breakfast then brush teeth. We ask that parents do not to bring in special treats to eat in front of others such as McDonalds, donuts, sugary cereal, etc.  Those foods do not follow our guidelines and are not allowed.  Please join us or have your children eat before they come for the day.  The morning snack is at 9:45 AM.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO TAKE YOUR CHILD TO THEIR CLASS AND THEN COME CLOCK IN FOR THE DAY.  PLEASE CLOCK OUT FOR THE DAY AND THEN PICK YOUR CHILD UP.  This will eliminate the lobby congestion with parents and children.  The time clock is for adult use only, so this procedure also eliminates the children’s desire to push the buttons.  You can use your own device and the ProCare app to clock in and out, but you must be on school grounds. 
Our Parent Handbook posted to the Registration page includes Behavior Management for students as well as Parent Conduct.  Please make sure you are familiar with our Parent Handbook.  
PLEASE HELP US! Our goal is to establish a positive internet presence, we are asking parents to take a few minutes to post a review to Google, Our Facebook page or if you are a regular user, to Yelp. As a small business this is very important to us and helps the community learn about our school! THANK YOU!
We are always working on the school to improve the facilities. We just had the front gate rebuilt and the lobby got a face lift.  The sign was washed, extra cleaning done and touching up the pain in all the classrooms.  Our gardens are full because of all the early summer rain and warm temps! 
Katrina Brooke, 
Director
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Summer Growing Confidence and Getting Ready for Fall
We love July and our summer curriculum includes a lot of water exploration, so we are happy to get some warm weather! We will wrap up our focus on Science on July 10th and move on to Structures (July 13– 31) and then Things that go (Aug 3 to 21)!  Our full summer curriculum plan is in the June Newsletter, and on the website under summer classes.
August is a wonderful time to celebrate growth. Children will revisit routines, build friendships, practice independence, and explore what it means to be ready for the next step. Whether your child is continuing with us, moving classrooms, or preparing for kindergarten, we will support transitions with warmth, predictability, and encouragement.
August 
17 through Sept 9th New families and students moving up have transition visits 10-11 AM/ Rainbow 10:30-11:30
26 Last Day of Summer Session—Party 10:30 to 12:30, If it is not your regular day you and your student can join us.  RSVP for additional people for the lunch count.
27 Full Day Students only
28 CLOSED for Teacher Workday
27 to Sept 9 Summer Break—For Only/Plus Students. 
 
Transition Tips for Families
· Talk positively about new routines, new teachers, and new classmates.
· Practice morning steps at home: getting dressed, eating breakfast, packing a bag, and saying goodbye.
· Use short, reassuring goodbye routines so your child knows what to expect.
· Read books about school, friendship, feelings, and trying new things.
· Celebrate small signs of independence, such as putting on shoes or cleaning up toys.
We are so glad you are here to enjoy the summer with us! As children join a new class there can be adjustments and issues we need to work through with students and parents. If you have concerns or commendations you want to communicate, please direct them to the Lead or Lead Assistant Teacher (Not part time aides) and you can always stop by my office, call or e-mail me!  The best way is to set up a time to chat on the phone, zoom or in person.  It is always our goal to solve the problem with you.  
Summer Health, Safety, and Family Partnership
Water Play Guidelines
Water play is a joyful sensory experience and a great way to cool off. Please send extra clothing, and water-safe shoes to keep in cubbies. Children should arrive with sunscreen already applied when possible. Teachers will provide close supervision, clear boundaries, and gentle reminders about safe splashing, walking feet, and listening for directions.  We use sprinklers, spay bottles, water tables.
· Two full sets of labeled clothing.
· Weather-appropriate layers.
· Closed-toe shoes for playground safety.
· Family photo or comfort item.
· Water bottle – labeled with name, taken home to wash 1-3 days.
Take home snack at 4:40 PM! Not available before.
If you pick up at 4:40 PM you may have children wanting to stay to eat snacks.
If you stay our parking lot fills up and other parents can’t park to pick up.
This dilemma sound familiar?
To help this evening transition run smoothly we have snacks pre-bagged for your children to take with them before they sit down, in the lobby.
If your child is already eating and would like to take the rest of the snack for the trip home we have some baggies, just ask
Everything is ready for you to grab and go on top of cubbies by the door.
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Building Partnerships
It is important to us to have good parents to teacher communication.  Please sign up and use ProCare Parent Engagement App.  Teachers may not get time to respond until their planning time or the afternoon.  You can always set up a time to chat.  If anything is time sensitive, PLEASE call the school on 425-882-1981.
If your child is going to be out or later than 10 AM PLEASE call the school at 425-882-1981 and let us know when to expect you.  If your child is out for fun or is ill, please call by 10AM and let us know. If they are ill, please list the symptoms.  It is required we track the symptoms for the Health Department because we are a licensed childcare. Some mornings we get a lot of calls so please leave a message with your information; we check voicemail.
If you need to reach the Director, please call 425-882-1981 or email director@shyneschool.com—You can now message me on ProCare Parent Engagement App under Office.   I do monitor ProCare communications, but not daily, you will get a quicker response through my email.
 ¨ We have an open door policy.  We welcome parents to join the classrooms for the opportunity to have lunch with their child, share skills, talents and cultural traditions.  We understand parents’ work and classroom time is not a requirement.  If you ever have time to join us, please just let the teachers know!  We do ask parents to take into consideration how visits will affect their child.
¨ Our hours are  7:00 and we close at 5:30—Please have your child picked up by 5:30, arrive by 5:25 so you have time to collect items and use the bathroom.  Please be respectful of our closing teachers time and personal work life balance.
We are a licensed Child Care monitored by the Department of Children, Youth and Families Provider ID 130696.  To provide more then 4 hours of care in the state of Washington you must be licensed.
¨ If your child is injured we do an Injury report and give it to you to sign to verify you have been informed.  Please return the top two copies (white and yellow) to your teacher or the office and keep the pink copy, per directions at bottom of the form. If your child injures someone else you will have an incident report to be treated the same way.  PLEASE SIGN AT PICK UP and LEAVE them at school.
¨ We work hard to keep teachers long term.  We work on training to help them develop as teachers, and we follow the NAEYC Code of Ethics, so all staff understand how to treat and interact with each other, the children and families.  We use it as guidance when making decisions.
¨ All teachers have different personalities but we work hard to keep our behavior guidance consistent and predictable.  We have regular staff training to make sure we are all using the same behavior guidance techniques, and that follow Developmentally Appropriate Practice.
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Behavior Guidance for Infant and Toddlers
For infants and toddlers, positive behavior guidance focuses on creating a nurturing environment, using clear communication, and teaching self-regulation skills through consistent routines, positive reinforcement, and redirection. It's about understanding their developmental stage, which includes limited communication skills and a drive for independence. Behavior is a form of communication, what are they trying to tell us?
A great free resource is the Virtual Lab school for Infant and Toddler Guidance
 
Behavior Guidance for Preschoolers
Positive guidance for preschoolers focuses on teaching appropriate behavior through positive reinforcement, clear expectations, and relationship building, rather than punishment. It involves understanding the reasons behind a child's behavior and providing support to help them develop self-regulation and problem-solving skills. Behavior is a form of communication, what are they trying to tell us?
 The Virtual Lab School also has a free course on Positive Guidance for Preschool parents as well.
Family Activity: Readiness Scavenger Hunt
Invite your child to find items that help with school routines: shoes, backpack, water bottle, favorite book, family photo, jacket, and a comfort item. As you find each item, talk about when and how it is used. This builds vocabulary, responsibility, and confidence.
September  
1 First day of School for Full Day students in Fall Class.
7 CLOSED for Labor Day
1-9 Summer Break— For Only/Plus Students. Regular CLASS for Full Day students.
10 First Day of School for Only and Plus Students 

Say What to Do
  Say "Keep your feet on the floor" instead of "Don't climb on the couch".
  Say "Use your indoor voice" instead of "Stop yelling."
  Say "Walk next to me" instead of "Don't run away". 
Connect Before You Direct
Before giving instructions, ensure your child is listening to you.
· Get down on their eye level physically.
· Touch their shoulders gently to anchor their attention.
· Ask them to repeat the instruction briefly so you can confirm they understand.
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